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The purpose of this description is to provide you with an overview of the 1940 Air Terminal Museum. This project, sponsored by the Houston Aeronautical Heritage Society, combines an important restoration project with a first class science and history museum, outreach and education programs. The Museum will be housed in the1940 Hobby terminal building located on the west side of Hobby Airport. The terminal building and adjacent hanger are rare examples of classic art deco airport architecture from the golden age of flight.
 Phase I of the restoration began in May 2003; Phase II will be completed once additional funds are secured. 


The objectives of the project move beyond the important restoration of a national landmark by focusing on outstanding science education displays linked with the education and outreach programs. One of the key museum displays is the WBAS-CAA Room (Weather Bureau Airport Station-Civil Aeronautics Administration) that will be restored to its authentic setting of 1950. A wide range of instruments, technology, and communications devices will show the strong interdependence between meteorology and aeronautics. The displays will link not only how each technology evolved to the period of technology, but also how they have progressed to today’s technologies and knowledge in meteorology, physics, math, communications, and engineering.  

The outreach and education programs will serve a large cross section of users and learners—the general public, museum volunteers, K-12 students and faculty, and higher education students enrolled in science education (community, two-year and four-year institutions). We’re seeking teachers from urban, suburban, and especially rural districts. Workshops, in-service courses, undergraduate, graduate courses are planned for a wide range of content including history, geography, meteorology, oceanography, math, engineering, influence of aviation on culture and the environment, and literature. Courses will be delivered through a combination of residence and distance learning.  Courses and museum-based projects will combine classroom content with hands-on, real world activities and problem-solving scenarios that demonstrate how knowledge, skills, and applications are related. We also plan for exciting opportunities during the summers where teachers can visit some of the nations’ leading operations and R&D centers that focus on aeronautics and geosciences; for those inclined, we’re planning to give teachers an opportunity to get into the air at Hobby or Easterwood airports.  

Everyone is very excited and encouraged by the strong support from the College of Geosciences and the Department of History at Texas A&M University; in May we enjoyed a flight and visit to the museum onboard a vintage Beach 18. We look forward to starting work on grants this fall. We’re very interested to discuss with the Department of Aeronautical Engineering possibilities of including them in the proposals.


Another major objective of the project is to obtain a fleet of vintage commercial and business aircraft that will be used for static displays and operational flights in support of the museum including the education program. Imagine this, if you will, a science teacher in rural Texas brings her class to the small county airport and watches a vintage twin-engine Lockheed Loadstar circle, land, and taxi to the ramp—this begins their visit to the Air Terminal Museum via the museum’s flying classroom.  The crew—pilots, navigator, and science officers bring exhibits, class discussions, and aircraft-based problem-based learning activities directly to the students and teachers. 


Many individuals and organizations are contributing their time, energy, and creativity to this wonderful and exciting project. Special recognition goes to Drew Coats, Director of the Museum; T.J. Zalar, Chief Curator, and Gordon Cragg, Chief Pilot and expert on the fleet of vintage aircraft. Graden Harger serves as content expert on the Weather Bureau Airport Office. Brian Heckman assists Graden with the restoration of meteorology activities. Brian also focuses on educational issues with Texas A&M University and assists TJ Zalar on the outreach and education programs. 

� 1940 Air Terminal: A Teaching Museum Educational Outreach Capital Campaign. Broacher published by the Houston Aeronautical Heritage Society, Houston Texas. A copy may be obtained from the Mr. Drew Coats, Director, 1940 Air Terminal Museum.    
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