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The year 2004 has been a groundbreaking year for the 1940 Air Terminal Museum’s education and outreach programs. For nearly two years, we have been focusing on developing an overall plan, establishing key partnerships in the community, matching needs of our users with products and services that we can provide, and identifying donor organizations that can support our activities and have submitted a number of proposals. The educational program consists of three major elements: 

(1) Museum-based activities where learners view and interact with exhibits, displays, and aircraft; 

(2) Visits by educators and docents to schools and other educational organizations within the Houston metro area through a wide range of community partnerships: and

(3) Our Flying Classroom that transports docents, educators, exhibits, and displays to rural community airports in support of our Rural School Initiative. 

The year 2004 was a hallmark year in which we made advancements in all three components of our education program. The following lists a few of our major accomplishments in 2004:

· Strengthened the Museum’s benefit to K-12 education by endorsing the operating principles of the informal science and math education community. In doing so, we become partners with public (formal) education institutions (K-12 and higher education) who design exhibits, displays, and other educational activities that focus on the sciences, technologies, engineering, mathematics, and related content areas for learners and their families. In these venues, learners, through free-choice settings, observe, ask questions, discover the reasons for their observations, and are energized to explore beyond the visit.  

· Launched our Rural School Initiative and the Flying Classroom by conducting a test AirFair with Hearne ISD’s 5th and 8th graders.

· Collaborated with the Airport manager at Fayette County Regional Airport to offer AirFairs using our Flying Classroom to the five school districts in the county. 

· Assisted Aldine ISD with its annual Tuskegee Airmen Symposium on Goal Setting, Perseverance, & Academic Achievement that eventually will lead to one or more AirFairs conducted at the Museum in conjunction with Aldine’s next Tuskegee Airmen program in the fall of 2005. 

· Submitted three proposals to support all of the education program components including proposals on a Hearne Community-Building project, NASA’s Inspiring the Next Generation of Earth Explorers project, and to the Citigroup Foundation. 

· Expanded our collaborations with academic and professional organizations, ISDs, and aviation organizations including:

· Texas A&M University

· College of Geosciences

· College of Education

· Department of Aviation & the local flying community

· History Department

· AFROTC Detachment

· Texas Southern University—Airways Sciences Department

· University of Houston—AFROTC Detachment

· United States Air Force Academy

· Dean of Faculty

· Departments of Economics & Geography and Aeronautical Engineering

· Education, Environmental, and Science Organizations

· The Lindbergh Foundation

· Informal Science Education Association of Texas

· Ft. Worth Science and History Museum

· McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Sciences.

· Johnson Spaceflight Center’s Education Program 

· National Oceanographic & Atmospheric Administration

·  Spaceflight Meteorology Group

·  National Weather Service Houston Forecast Office

· Southern Region Headquarters
· United States Air Force ROTC program offices
· Southwest Region Headquarters, Randolph AFB, TX.
· USAFA Minority Recruitment Office
· Aviation organizations and community groups

· EAA chapters in Fayette County and in the William P. Hobby Airport areas
· Soaring Club of Houston

In 2005, we plan to significantly expand our capabilities by increasing the number of AirFairs held in both rural communities and with districts within driving distance to the Museum. In support of these activities, our aim is to design, implement, and evaluate a number of innovative, interactive displays, exhibits, and activities that can be used across all of the Museum’s education components. These activities will focus on one or a combination of: (1) the general nature of commercial, corporate, and general aviation; (2) the sciences; (3) mathematics; (4) technology; and (5) social studies. In addition, we will undertake an aggressive fundraising and sponsorship program to booster our education program. 

In conclusion, we hope to not only continue our programs, but to significantly increase our positive impact on visitors and also foster our role as a key partner in public education.  

PAGE  
3

