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MEDIA RELEASE

Contact Drew Coats, (832) 541-8134, E-mail: Coats@1940AirTerminal.org
Houston’s 1940 Air Terminal Museum Conducts an Air Fair for Students in the Hearne School District, May 14, 2004 Using their Flying Classroom Program.

On May 14th, volunteers from Houston’s 1940 Air Terminal Museum will fly to the Hearne Municipal Airport to conduct Hearne’s first AirFair for students in the elementary and junior high schools. This year, 5th and 8th graders will learn math, science, technology, and history as they relate these subjects to the history of aviation from a local perspective, aerodynamics, aviation meteorology, technology, model airplane flying, and aviation-related careers. The main goal of the program is to augment classroom learning through the excitement of aviation where classroom topics come alive through real-world applications and hands-on activities about these subjects. Equally important to teachers and administrators is to use aviation to transform students’ perspectives from the classroom to the real world and heighten their dreams of worlds and experiences beyond their city limits.     

The 1940 Air Terminal Museum’s The Flying Classroom is designed to serve the rural schools of Texas by bringing volunteers and exhibits from the Museum using their fleet of vintage aircraft. Imagine the excitement of Hearne’s 5th graders and teachers as they hear the drone of the vintage aircraft’s engines come closer and closer, finally the plane comes in view as the crew circles the airport, lands, and taxis to the ramp—right where they are standing at “their” airport! The students then break into groups rotating among learning stations that focus on subjects including math, science, careers, history, aerodynamics, and meteorology. Two of the learning stations are devoted to a walk-around of the aircraft where a crew member points out various parts of the aircraft that have to do with lifting, stability, thrust, drag, and ways technology is used to sense the environment and performance of the machine. Finally, the Captain of the vintage aircraft takes students onboard for a tour of the flight deck and cabin, again linking the “zillions of dials, gauges, gadgets and thingamajigs” to what they discovered in the lessons before and during the AirFair 2004 experiences. 

1940 Air Terminal Museum volunteers for this project include aviation students from Sterling High School (the Houston ISD aviation magnet school) , Houston ISD, and Texas Southern University. Additionally, Texas A&M University students, retired faculty, and alumni will participate in the program.  Texas A&M University is playing a major role in the 1940 Air Terminal Museum’s Education Program, which is being developed in conjunction with several departments and facilities at A&M.  The TAMU Flying Club is also participating in the program and is bringing a single-engine airplane to Hearne.    

The 1940 Air Terminal Museum is a civil aviation museum showcasing airline, business aviation and general aviation history.  The 1940 Air Terminal Museum is located at 8325 Travelair Road, on the west side of Hobby Airport.  The Museum is located in the restored portion of Houston’s original 1940 Air Terminal.  The 1940 Air Terminal served as Houston’s passenger gateway from 1940 through 1954.  

The Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. and on Sunday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.  Admission is $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for kids.  Admission is free for Museum members, law enforcement officers and active military personell, and their families.  The 1940 Air Terminal Museum is operated by the Houston Aeronautical Heritage Society, a Texas non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  

For more information, please contact Mr. Drew Coats, President/Director, TJ Zalar, Curator at 713.454.1940 or Brian Heckman at 719.930.6048. The Museum’s web page is: www.1940AirTerminal.org .

